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CONGRATULATIONS!

Georgia Southern Chorale from Gretsch School of Music
Triumphant in International Competition

Friday, July 22nd, 2022 Reported by SAVANNAH CEO
The Georgia Southern Chorale, a choir of 30 students from Georgia
Southern University’s Fred and Dinah Gretsch School of Music, earned
top spots in an international choir competition this week in Germany. The
group’s scores were nearly perfect, and the highest scores in the
Chorale’s history in this particular competition.
As part of a 14-day trip to Germany, the students participated in the “Sing
Berlin!” International Choir Competition & Festival featuring professional,
university and community choirs from around the world. The choir
qualified thanks to success in previous international competitions.
“I’m so proud of the Georgia Southern Chorale,” said John Kraft, Ph.D.,
interim dean for the College of Arts and Humanities. “Their performance
in Germany was world-class. They truly deserve their accolades.”
The Georgia Southern Chorale placed first in the “Sacra” and “Mixed
Choir” categories.
The group won in their respective categories in the same competition in
recent years. Shannon Jeffreys, D.M.A., director of Choral Activities,
called Germany a place of “good luck” for the Chorale.
‘They brought their A-game, and they delivered with grace and humility,”
she said. “The spirit of this ensemble is to always bring their best. When
it’s time to put on a show, this group puts on a show.”
Jackson Murray, a senior with a double major in music education and
vocal performance, traveled to Germany for the second time with the
choir.
Before leaving, he was looking forward to relaxing more this time around.
Now, he’s enjoying a trip while celebrating an international victory.
“All we’ve done since the competition is celebrate and have a good time,”
he said. “I’ve really had the best of both worlds. I’ve won a competition
and now I’m on vacation. It doesn’t get better than that.”

Jeffreys said she’s not only impressed with the talent of the team, but the
camaraderie the members share. Many of the students haven’t
participated in a trip like this before, but the students acted as diplomats
for their school.
“This choir this year is incredible not only in singing and spirit, but also
unity,” Jeffreys said. “Being together in a small group like this for two
weeks can be difficult, but I’m so proud of how they’ve gotten along and
diversified their friend groups and have gotten to know each other.”

The NAMM Foundation Welcomes Dinah Gretsch to
The Board of Directors

CARLSBAD, Calif. – August 2, 2022 – The NAMM Foundation is honored
to welcome Dinah Gretsch to the organization’s board of directors in the
role of Vice Chair. As a member of the board, Gretsch will serve a threeyear term to guide the work of the non-profit and fulfill its vision to create
access to and advance participation in music-making across the lifespan.
“Through and through, Dinah is a tireless advocate for music education.
Her work embodies a diverse amount of experience in both business and
philanthropy across the music spectrum. We are honored to welcome
Dinah to the board and look forward to her contributions on behalf of the
industry,” says Mary Luehrsen, Executive Director of The NAMM
Foundation.
Gretsch shares, “The Gretsch Company has proudly participated in
NAMM for more than a century and it's that history that makes the
opportunity to serve on the NAMM Foundation Board of Directors an even
greater privilege. I look forward to supporting the mission, the team, and
the growth of its vitally important programs.”
Currently, Dinah Gretsch serves as Executive Vice President and CFO of
the Savannah, GA-based Gretsch Company, a globally recognized
manufacturer of high-quality drums and guitars since 1883. Dinah has
been recognized as a prominent figure in the musical instruments industry
for forty years with numerous prestigious awards and accolades. In 2003,
the Atlanta Chapter of the National Academy of Recording Arts and
Sciences (NARAS) presented her with the Heroes Award, a distinction
awarded to community leaders in the music industry. In 2008, she was
inducted into the Georgia Music Hall of Fame for her significant
contributions to the music industry. In 2014, the College of Liberal Arts
and Social Sciences at Georgia Southern University honored her with the
prestigious Betty Foy Sanders Patrons of the Arts Award. That same year
she was honored by the Women’s International Music Network (WiMN)
with the She Rocks Award for her leadership in the music industry.
With a core belief that music has the power to change children’s lives in a
positive way, Dinah established the Mrs. G’s Music Foundation in 2010 to
fund music teachers, support artist residencies and supply musical
instruments to rural schools. She also provides grants to children to
attend guitar and drum camps, all in furtherance of the Gretsch family
mission to “enrich lives through participation in music.”

Dinah devotes much of her spare time serving on the boards of the
Georgia Music Foundation, Sacred Heart Finance Committee, and
Thomas Heyward Academy
With the appointment, Gretsch will join Tom Sumner, Chair of The NAMM
Foundation and President of Yamaha Corporation of America; Susan
Lipp, Secretary-Treasurer and Chairman of Full Compass Systems; and
four-time World Series Champion, President's Committee on the Arts and
the Humanities Turnaround Arts Ambassador, and Latin GRAMMYnominated jazz guitarist, Bernie Williams as Director-at-Large.
Since 1994, and through the generosity of NAMM members’ support of its
Circle of Benefits model, The NAMM Foundation has reinvested 204
million dollars to fulfill the organization's vision to support music education
and advance active participation in music-making across the lifespan. In
addition, the organization works to support scientific research,
philanthropic giving, and public service programs. NAMM Foundation
programs include NAMM's Museum of Making Music together with
signature programs that include the SupportMusic Coalition, a coalition
that unites non-profit organizations, schools, and businesses working to
ensure that music education is supported in communities everywhere;
funding leading qualitative and quantitative research on music and musicmaking from top neuroscientists and researchers; the Best Communities
for Music Education recognition program, which acknowledges and
applauds schools and districts across the U.S. for their support for and to
quality music education programs; GenNext, a program designed to foster
emerging, college-aged music industry professions; Music Education
Days at the NAMM Show that unites music educators with the music
products industry; and grant-making to non-profit music-making service
organizations in the U.S. and abroad.

Fred and Dinah Gretsch, namesake of The Fred and Dinah Gretsch
School of Music at Georgia Southern, got their first look today at an

exhibit curated by Georgia Southern museum studies students at the
Statesboro Visitor's Center. The exhibit, "Manufacturing Music: 140 years
of Gretsch Legacy," explores the Gretsch Music History Collection
generously donated by Fred and Dinah Gretsch and opened earlier this
year.

Dr. Allen Henderson DMA., has been recognized by two national
organizations for his significant role in the voice industry! This summer Dr.
Henderson received Voice Education Research Awareness (VERA)
Award from The Voice Foundation and the IMPACT award from the
National Association of Teachers of Singing (NATS)! Please join us in
congratulating Dr. Henserson! What an outstanding achievement.

Dr. Steven Elisha performed on the Faculty Artist Series Recital,
conducted the Chamber Orchestra on the Final Gala Concert and taught
cello master classes at the prestigious Summit Music Festival in New
York, August 1-7. The performances included Claude Debussy's Sonata
for Cello and Piano, Chopin Cello Sonata; and on the Chamber Orchestra
Gala program - Edvard Grieg's "Holberg Suite'' and Antonín
Dvořák's Sonatina Op. 100.

Gretsch scholar Eric Davis is helping Georgia
Southern students 'discover their musical identities'
Foster Steinbeck For Do Savannah
When asked how he’d like to be remembered as a teacher, Georgia
Southern University’s first-ever Gretsch Distinguished Scholar of

Guitar/Music Industry Eric Davis answered instantly.
“[As] one who cared for their students, knew them as individuals, and also
was able to help them discover their musical identities."
Davis, a longtime veteran of the music industry, was the first student to
graduate with a master’s degree in guitar performance from The Julliard
School in 1991. Since then, he has worked as a touring guitarist,
performed on many Broadway productions, and given numerous private

lessons. As apart of the original soundtrack cast for "Jagged Little Pill,"
Davis won a Grammy for best musical theatre album in 2021.

Famous musicians coming through town:40 years after his debut,
Howard Jones comes to Savannah still revolutionizing electronic music
Recent shows:Tell the Savannah vampires — 'The Lost Boys' Tim
Cappello is still the Sax Man
Creatives making things happen:A playground for creatives, The
Collage is all community, accessibility and re-defining culture
While Davis still performs professionally and works as a representative
liaison for the Gretsch company, teaching remains his primary focus.
Coming into his second semester at Georgia Southern, Davis draws on
his past experience as he manages all of the college’s private guitar
lessons and coaches the college’s instrumental ensemble.
"Everybody is different, and you can't just treat everybody and teach
everybody the same. My approach to teaching is very student-centered,
which means the students are involved with me on what they learn and
how they learn," Davis said. "I don't just come in and tell them 'this is what
you're going to play' [or] 'this is what you're going to do.' We collaborate.”
Based on his experience, from giving private guitar lessons in his twenties
to teaching in public schools to eventually performing on Broadway,
making a career in music is a lifelong process.
“You don't have to have all the answers when you're 22. When you finish
school, you are just beginning,” Davis said. “My message to students is if
you want to do this, there are ways to do it."
For more of the article, please go to:
:https://www.savannahnow.com/story/entertainment/2022/07/21/ericdavis-gretsch-scholar-georgia-southern-university/10085299002/

Lauren Holmen, Georgia Southern University arts marketing manager,
poses in front of the box office at the Fine Arts Hall on the Armstrong
Campus in Savannah.

Georgia Southern University’s Arts Marketing Manager Lauren M. Holmen
(’13) is also a professional dancer and choreographer who has been
performing since she could walk. Today, her multiple roles overlap and
are deeply threaded throughout Savannah’s thriving arts scene.
At present, she’s a pro dancer in the inaugural “Dancing with the
Bananas” competition, hosted by the Savannah Bananas baseball team,
and heads to Round 2 of the competition on July 6.
For more of the article, please go to:

https://news.georgiasouthern.edu/2022/07/01/behind-the-scenes-georgiasouthern-arts-marketing-manager-pro-dancer-and-choreographer-laurenholmen/

Interim Chair and professor Stephen Primatic had his percussion
ensemble arrangement of Paul Dukas “L'Apprenti sorcier” (The Sorcerer’s
Apprentice) published by C-Alan Publications:
https://c-alanpublications.com/sorcerers-apprentice/

For a complete schedule of event please go to
Gretsch School of Music websites
https://cah.georgiasouthern.edu/music/calendar-of-events/statesborocampus-concert-season/
https://cah.georgiasouthern.edu/music/calendar-of-events/armstrongcampus-concert-season/

SUPPORT THE
GRETSCH SCHOOL OF MUSIC

The Fred and Dinah Gretsch School of Music embraces the legacy of
more than a century of music-making at Georgia Southern University. We
need you to be a part of the continuation and expansion of this tradition of
excellence.
You can support the faculty, students, staff, and mission of the Gretsch
School of Music with your gift by visiting the Georgia Southern Foundation
(https://advancement.georgiasouthern.edu/giving/) and designating your

gift for Fund GS0077 (Fred and Dinah Gretsch School of Music).
The faculty, staff, and students of the Fred and Dinah Gretsch School of
Music thank you!
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